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The glossary was compiled on the basis of the specialised vocabulary of the units. All of the terms and

AP = accession partnership ESCB European System of Central Banks
CAP = Common Agricultural Policy EU-SILC EU Statistics on Income and Living
CFSP = Common Foreign and Security Policy Conditions
CoR = Committee of the Regions Euratom European Atomic Energy Community
CORDIS = Community Research and Development EURES EURopean Employment Services
Information Service EUR-Lex EUR-Lex
COREPER (Fr.) = Permanent Representatives Committee Eurojust European Judicial Cooperation Unit
CSDP = Common Security and Defence Policy Europol European Police Office
DG = Directorate-General Eurostat Statistical Office of the European Union
EAS = European Administrative School FP7 = Seventh Framework Programme
ECB = European Central Bank IATE Interactive Terminology for Europe
! ECOFIN = Economic and Finandcial Affairs Council I1GC Intergovernmental Conference
( ECSC = European Coal and Steel Community ILLP Integrated Lifelong Learning Programme
¢ EDPS = European Data Protection Supervisor JRC Joint Research Center
3 EEA = European Economic Area MEP Member of the European Parliament
EEC = European Economic Community 0J Official Journal
EESC = European Economic and Social Committee OLAF (Fr.) European Anti-Fraud Office
EIB = European Investment Bank oMC open method of coordination
EIF = European Investment Fund OPOCE (Fr.) Publications Office of the European Union
EIN = European Judicial Network Qmy qualified majority voting
EMU = Economic and Monetary Union SAA stabilisation and association agreement
EP = European Parliament SCIC (Fr.) Directorate-General for Interpretation
EPSO = European Personnel Selection Office SEA Single European Act

abbreviations were brought into line with the standard EU terminology including spelling and

the equivalent terms.

EU abbreviations

Other abbreviations

o EFTA = European Free Trade Association
\ GDP = Gross Domestic Product
: GNI = Gross National Income
i GNP = Gross National Product
NGO = Non-Governmental Organisation
VAT = Value Added Tax
SME = Small and Medium Sized Enterprise
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acceeding country > BOX 1
accession country > BOX 1

accession criteria = The accession criteria contain the eco-
nomic, political, institutional and legal requirements which
countries have to meet if they want to join the EU. The cri-
teria were laid down by the - European Council held in June
1993, in Copenhagen.

Syn. Copenhagen criteria

accession negotiations = Accession negotiations may start af-
ter the »Council has adopted the country’s application for
EU membership by ~unanimity on the basis of the opinion
received from the ~European Commission. In the prelimi-
nary phase of negotiations, the »acquis communautaire is
being screened chapter by chapter (->acquis screening). Once
screening is completed, the actual negotiations may start,
within the framework of an > Intergovernmental Conference.

accession partnership (AP) = The term ‘accession partnership’
refers to a pre-accession strategy instrument which was es-
tablished in 1998 for the ->candidate countries of Central
and Eastern Europe. It provides a single framework for guid-
ance and financial support during preparations for EU mem-
bership.

accession treaty = The accession treaty can be signed after
the ~accession negotiations have been closed, and the - Eu-
ropean Parliament has given its consent. Once the treaty is
signed, it has to be ratified by both —>the acceeding country
and the representatives of all of the > Member States.

acquis communautaire (Fr.) [aki: komynote:g] = The term ‘ac-
quis communautaire’ refers to the body of EU law including
the ~>founding treaties, their amendments (- amending
treaties), the legal acts adopted on the basis of the treaties,
and any other binding and non-binding legal acts, decisions,
opinions, declarations, conventions, principles and prac-
tices. It is available on the >EUR-Lex portal.
! Although the term ‘communautaire’ originally referred
to the —first pillar of the EU, that is, the ~European
Communities, the term ‘acquis’ now includes the entire
body of EU law, and is usually written in italics.

acquis screening = The term ‘acquis screening’ refers to the
preliminary phase of ~accession negotiations. The ~acquis
communautaire is split into chapters and is examined (scree-
ned) chapter by chapter in order to determine how well the
- candidate country is prepared for EU membership. Screen-
ing is carried out between the candidate country and the
- European Commission. Once screening is completed, the
actual negotiations may start, within the framework of an
> Intergovernmental Conference.

actions for annulment - Court of Justice
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actions for failure to act > Court of Justice

actions for failure to fulfil an obligation - Court of Justice
actions for infringement of EU law - Court of Justice
advisory body > institutions

Advocate-General = The Advocate-General is a permanent
member of the > Court of Justice, who supports the Court’s
work by providing it with legal advice. He or she is respon-
sible for preparing a reasoned opinion on the cases brought
before the Court.

agencies - institutions

BOX 1
From potential candidate to Member State

potential candidate country = Potential candidate coun-
tries do not enjoy a full candidate status yet, but have
been offered the prospect of EU membership, without a
precise date for accession.

applicant country = Applicant countries have already sub-
mitted their application for EU membership to the
~Council, but no decision has yet been taken.

accession country = Accession countries are countries
which have started —~accession negotiations with the EU.

acceeding country = Acceeding countries are countries
which completed the ~accession negotiations with the
EU and signed the >accession treaty. They may partici-
pate as an observer in the EU’s decision-making proce-
dures.

Member State = Member States enjoy ‘full member’ sta-
tus in the EU.
» In EU terminology, this term is written in capital
letters.

amending treaties = The term ‘amending treaties’ refers to all
of the treaties which amended the ~founding treaties. They
include treaties, such as the >accession treaties, the > Merger
Treaty, the ->Single European Act, the > Treaty of Maastricht,
the -~ Treaty of Amsterdam, the > Treaty of Nice and, the
most recent, the - Treaty of Lisbon.

See also > Treaties

appeals > Court of Justice
applicant country > BOX 1

assent procedure — special legislative procedure
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best practices > open method of coordination
binding - regulation; ->directive; >decision

blocking minority = Blocking minority represents the mini-
mum number of votes in - qualified majority voting, needed
to hinder the adoption of decisions in the »Council.

bodies - institutions

budgetary authority = The term 'budgetary authority’ refers
to both the »Council and the > European Parliament since
they share the power to adopt the EU’s annual budget,
within the framework of the »budgetary procedure.

budgetary procedure = The budgetary procedure is a >spe-
cial legislative procedure which provides a single framework
for adopting the EU’s annual budget. The - European Com-
mission submits a proposal (draft) for the annual budget, on
the basis of the institutions’ estimates and the - multiannual
financial framework. The annual ‘draft budget’ has to be
adopted jointly by the >budgetary authority, that is, the
- Council and the < European Parliament. If the Council
does not accept the amendments proposed by the European
Parliament, a > Conciliation Committee may be set up.
2 Due to the changes introduced by the - Treaty of Lisbon,
the distinction between ‘compulsory’ and ‘non-compulsory
expenditure’ has been abolished. As a result, the European
Parliament now has the final say on both items, that is, on
the entire EU budget. The Conciliation Committee is also
a new element introduced by the Treaty of Lisbon.

Bureau = The Bureau is one of the two leading bodies of the
—European Parliament. It consists of the President, the Vice-
Presidents and the - Quaestors of the European Parliament
(the latter being in a consultative capacity). It is responsible
for matters related to the budget, organisation, administra-
tion and staff of the Parliament.

See also ~»Conference of Presidents

candidate country > BOX1

Certificate Supplement > Europass

chapter - acquis screening

chef de cabinet (Fr.) [[ef da kabine:] - head of cabinet

chef d’Etat (Fr.) [J&f deta] > Heads of State or Government
Civil Service Tribunal = The Civil Service Tribunal is a spe-
cialised tribunal of the - Court of Justice of the European
Union. It was established in 2004 in order to settle legal dis-
putes between EU institutions and their civil servants.

See also - Court of Justice; > General Court

codecision procedure > ordinary legislative procedure

EU Terminology

Cohesion Fund = The Cohesion Fund is a structural instru-
ment which is aimed at strengthening economic and social
cohesion in the EU and reducing disparities between re-
gions. It finances projects mainly in the field of environment
and trans-European transport networks, in line with the
‘convergence objective’ of the budget period 2007-2013. Eli-
gible are the least prosperous Member States of the EU,
whose gross national product (GNP) per capita is below 90%
of the EU-average.
See also - Structural Funds

co-legislator - ordinary legislative procedure

College of Commissioners = The College of Commissioners is
composed of the members of the - European Commission,
i.e. the »commissioners. In line with the principle of ‘one
Member State — one commissioner, there are as many com-
missioners as there are Member States.
& The - Treaty of Lisbon wished to abandon the prin-
ciple of ‘one Member State — one commissioner’ by re-
ducing the number of commissioners to two thirds of
the number of Members States and introducing a ro-
tating system, which was supposed to take effect from
1 November 2014. However, the ->European Council
of June 2009 decided that, after the entry into force of
the Treaty of Lisbon, a decision would be taken in order
to revert to the principle of ‘one Member State — one
commissioner’

comitology = The term ‘comitology’ refers to a procedure
which, prior to the = Treaty of Lisbon, allowed the »Council
(along with the -»European Parliament) to monitor how the
~European Commission implements legislation, i.e. how it
exercises the implementing powers conferred on it. The name
‘comitology’ originates from the various committees com-
prising the representatives (experts) of the Member States.
Syn. committee procedure
& The > Treaty of Lisbon abolished the system of comi-
tology by allowing the legislator (the European Parlia-
ment and/or the Council) to delegate the power to the
European Commission to adopt so called ‘non-legisla-
tive acts’ (delegated acts’ and ‘implementing acts’). As a
result, implementation is to be carried out by non-leg-
islative acts (i.e. not by the comitology system). How-
ever, comitology will still apply to legislation adopted
before the entry into force of the Treaty of Lisbon.

Commission - European Commission

commissioner = A commissioner is a member of the - Euro-
pean Commission, who is responsible, similarly to the minis-
ters at national level, for a specific portfolio. Commissioners
carry out their tasks independently of national governments
or the »Council. The number of commissioners equals the
number of Member States.

Syn. Member of the European Commission

2= The > Treaty of Lisbon abandoned the principle of




‘one Member State — one commissioner’ by reducing
the number of commissioners to two thirds of the
number of Members States and introducing a rotat-
ing system, which was supposed to take effect from 1
November 2014. However, the »European Council
of June 2009 decided that, after the entry into force of
the Treaty of Lisbon, a decision would be taken in or-
der to revert to the principle of ‘one Member State —
one commissioner.

Committee of the Regions (CoR) = The Committee of the
Regions is an advisory body of the EU. It allows represen-
tatives of regional and local bodies to express their views
on EU affairs, and participate in the EU’s decision-making
process. It was established by the - Treaty of Maastricht.
@ cor.europa.eu
See also »European Economic and Social Commit-
tee

committee procedure > comitology

Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) = The objectives of a
common agricultural policy were defined by the >Treaty
of Rome in 1957. The CAP came into force in 1962. It is
one of the policy areas where the EU has ->shared compe-
tence with the Member States, except for the conservation
of marine biological resources, in which the EU has ~ex-
clusive competence.

& Due to the changes introduced by the ->Treaty of

Lisbon, the policy area of agriculture (and the term

‘agriculture’) now includes fisheries, as well.

Common Foreign and Security Policy (CFSP) = The Common
Foreign and Security Policy was created by the ->Treaty of
Maastricht, and was usually referred to as the >second pil-
lar of the EU. It is now conducted by the >High Repre-
sentative of the Union for Foreign Affairs and Security Pol-
icy, as created by the > Treaty of Lisbon.
& The - Treaty of Lisbon abolished the pillar struc-
ture of the EU by merging the areas of ~intergo-
vernmental and ~supranational cooperation into a
single framework. However, the CFSP remains an in-
tergovernmental field of cooperation, with ~una-
nimity as the main decision-making procedure.

Common Security and Defence Policy (CSDP) = The Com-
mon Security and Defence Policy (formerly called “Euro-
pean Security and Defence Policy’) is a major element of
the EU’s »Common Foreign and Security Policy. It pro-
vides the EU with an operational capacity (with civilian
and military assets provided by the Member States) used
for peace-keeping, conflict prevention and strengthening
international security. It also includes the progressive
framing of a common EU defence policy.

& The > Treaty of Lisbon turned the ‘European Se-

curity and Defence Policy’ into the ‘Common Secu-

rity and Defence Policy:
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common strategies — second pillar

communication = The term ‘communication’ refers to a do-
cument without legal force issued by the -»European Com-
mission in order to inform other EU institutions about a new
strategy, a policy area or a planned measure.

BOX 2
Competences at EU level

The > Treaty of Lisbon defined the distribution of com-
petences at EU level by introducing the following three
categories of competence:

exclusive competence = If the EU has exclusive compe-
tence in a specific area, only the EU may adopt legally
binding acts. Exclusive competence applies in the areas of
the customs union, the establishment of competition
rules, monetary policy for the ~euro area, the conserva-
tion of marine biological resources under the common
fisheries policy, the common commercial policy and, if
needed, the conclusion of international agreements.

shared competence = If the EU and the Member States
share competence in a specific area, both the EU and the
Member States may adopt legally binding acts. Shared
competence applies in the areas of the internal market,
social policy, economic, social and territorial cohesion,
agriculture and fisheries (excluding the conservation of
marine biological resources), environment, consumer
protection, transport, trans-European networks, energy,
the area of freedom, security and justice, common safety
concerns in public health matters, research, technologi-
cal development and space, development cooperation
and humanitarian aid.

supporting competence = If the EU has supporting compe-
tence in a specific area, it may support, coordinate or
supplement the actions of the Member States. Supporting
competence applies in the areas of the protection and imp-
rovement of human health, industry, culture, tourism,
education, youth, sport and vocational training, civil pro-
tection (disaster prevention) and administrative cooperation.

Community method = Prior to the >Treaty of Lisbon, the
term ’Community method’ referred to the functioning mode
of the —first pillar of the EU, that is, the ->European Com-
munities (hence the name ‘Community method’). As op-
posed to the ~intergovernmental method (used in the for-
mer —second and > third pillars), it was characterised by the
general use of ->qualified majority voting in the Council, the
European Commission’s ~»exclusive right of initiative, the
active role of the > European Parliament as co-legislator and
the role of the > Court of Justice in ensuring the uniform in-
terpretation of Community law.

& The > Treaty of Lisbon abolished the pillar structure
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of the EU by merging the areas of ~intergovernmental
and ~supranational cooperation under the name ‘Eu-
ropean Union. As a result, the term ‘Community
method’ is no longer used, except in historical refe-
rences. It has become the standard functioning mode
of the EU (the ‘EU method’), except for the »Common
Foreign and Security Policy, which remains intergo-
vernmental.

Community pillar - first pillar

Community Research and Development Information Service
(CORDIS) = CORDIS is an on-line EU portal which provides
free access to the calls for proposal of FP7 (- Seventh Frame-
work Programme) and to other useful information on re-
search and development.

@ cordis.europa.eu

competences > BOX 2

Conciliation Committee =

1. (ordinary legislative procedure)

A Conciliation Committee may be set up under the - ordi-
nary legislative procedure if the - Council does not accept
the amendments of the - European Parliament after the se-
cond reading of a proposal. The Committee is composed of
an equal number of representatives of both the European
Parliament and the Council. Its task is to reach agreement
on a joint text which is acceptable to both parties.

2. (budgetary procedure)

Due to the changes introduced by the - Treaty of Lisbon, a
Conciliation Committee may be set up under the ~bud-
getary procedure if the »Council does not accept the
amendments proposed by the > European Parliament.

conclusions = The ‘conclusions’ of the - Council and the
~European Council contain the commitments, opinions
and statements adopted at the meetings of the Council and
the European Council. They are not legally binding, but may
have a strong political impact.

concours (Fr.) [koku:¥] - open competition

Conference of Presidents = The Conference of Presidents is
one of the two leading bodies of the > European Parliament.
It consists of the President and the chairmen of the political
groups. It is responsible for matters related to the organisa-
tion of the Parliament’s work, legislative planning and rela-
tions with other institutions and bodies.

See also ~Bureau

configuration - Council
consent - special legislative procedure

Constitutional Treaty = The Constitutional Treaty was in-
tended to create a new basis for the European Union by not
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only amending, but also replacing the existing - Treaties. It
was drafted by the - European Convention within the frame-
work of an ~Intergovernmental Conference, and signed in
June 2004 by the then 25 Member States. However, it failed
to be ratified, as required, by all of the Member States, due
to its rejection in the French and Dutch referendums. As a
compromise, a new, so-called ‘Reform Treaty’ was drafted
and signed on 13 December 2007, in Lisbon (- Treaty of Lis-
bon).
Syn. Treaty establishing a Constitution for Europe

consultation procedure - special legislative procedure
convention - third pillar

convergence criteria = The convergence criteria contain the re-
quirements (for government debt, government deficit, long-
term interest rates, inflation rate and exchange rate) a Mem-
ber State must meet if it intends to enter the third stage of the
~Economic and Monetary Union, i.e. to introduce the euro as
its currency. The criteria were laid down by the >Treaty of
Maastricht. (Hence the name ‘Maastricht criteria’).
Syn. Maastricht criteria

Copenhagen criteria - accession criteria

cooperation procedure > special legislative procedure
Council > BOX 3

Council of Europe > BOX 3

Council of Ministers - Council > BOX 3

Council of the European Union - Council > BOX 3

Council Presidency = The Council Presidency is held by each
Member State for a period of six months, based on a rota-
tion system. The Member State holding the Presidency pre-
sides over the ->Council and the other bodies related to it,
such as COREPER (- Permanent Representatives Commit-
tee). By setting the agenda and chairing the meetings, it may
have a significant role in the decision-making process.
See also - Trio Presidency

Court of First Instance - General Court

Court of Justice = The Court of Justice is a court of the
- Court of Justice of the European Union, established in
1952. Its main task is to ensure the uniform application and
interpretation of EU law (< acquis communautaire). The
Court has competence in the following proceedings: refe-
rences for - preliminary ruling; actions for failure to fulfil
obligations; actions for infringement of EU law; actions for
annulment; actions for failure to act; appeals; reviews.

Syn. European Court of Justice

See also -»General Court; - Civil Service Tribunal




BOX 3
Council, Council and again Council

Council = The Council is an EU institution, one of the
EU’s legislative bodies (the other being -the European
Parliament) and a component of the ~institutional tri-
angle. Functioning mainly on an ->intergovernmental ba-
sis, it is the institution which represents the interests of
Member States. It may take decisions by ~unanimity,
>simple majority or ~qualified majority, the latter be-
ing the standard voting procedure. The Council meets in
different configurations by bringing together the minis-
ters of Member States responsible for a specific portfo-
lio. ECOFIN (->Economic and Financial Affairs Coun-
cil), for instance, is one of the configurations of the
Council. Based on a rotation system, Member States pre-
side over the various Council configurations for a period
of 6 months (>Council Presidency), except for the Fo-
reign Affairs Council, which is chaired by the ~High
Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs and Se-
curity Policy (created by the > Treaty of Lisbon). In 2007,
the system of ->Trio Presidency was also introduced in
order to ensure the continuity of Presidencies. Council
meetings and decisions are prepared by COREPER
(->Permanent Representatives Committee).

Syn. Council of the European Union; Council of

Ministers

European Council = The European Council is an EU ins-
titution which defines the general political guidelines of
the EU, meeting at least four times a year. It has no le-
gislative power. It is composed of the Member States’
- Heads of State or Government, the president of the
- European Commission along with its own President,
who is elected for a two-and-a-half-year term.
& The - Treaty of Lisbon gave the European Coun-
cil the status of an EU institution, and created the
permanent, full-time post of ‘President.
57 In Eurojargon, European Council meetings are
often referred to as EU summits due to the huge
media attention which usually follows these meet-
ings.

Council of Europe = The Council of Europe is an interna-
tional organisation which functions entirely on an in-
tergovernmental basis. It was founded in 1949, and to-
day has more than 40 member states. It is headquartered
in Strasbourg. Although bearing a similar name to the
institutions of the European Union, it is a separate or-
ganisation, and, as such, has nothing to do with the ins-
titutions of the EU.

Court of Justice of the European Union = The Court of Justice
of the European Union is an EU institution, seated in Lux-
embourg. It was originally established as the ‘Court of Justice
of the »European Coal and Steel Community’ in 1952
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(called, as of 1958, the 'Court of Justice of the >European

Communities’). At present, it consists of three courts: the

»Court of Justice, the »General Court (formerly known as

the ‘Court of First Instance’) and the ->Civil Service Tribunal.
@ curia.europa.eu

decision > BOX7

delegated acts > comitology
Diploma Supplement - Europass
directive > BOX7

directly applicable - regulation

Directorate-General (DG) = The Directorate-General is a
branch of the »European Commission’s administrative or-
ganisation covering a specific policy area or service. It may
be compared to the ministries of > Member States, although
they have different tasks (drafting and supporting legislative
proposals rather than executing them). Directorates-Gene-
ral are headed by the -»commissioners.

Directorate-General for Interpretation = The Directorate-
General for Interpretation is the >European Commission’s
interpreting service and conference organiser. It also offers
interpreting services for other EU institutions and bodies, ex-
cept for the »European Parliament and the > Court of Jus-
tice, which have their own interpreting services.

52 In Eurojargon, the French abbreviation SCIC (Ser-

vice Commun lnterprétation—Conférences) is com-

monly used to refer to this DG.

@ ec.europa.eu/dgs/scic

direct universal suffrage > Member of the European Parlia-
ment

double majority > qualified majority voting

Economic and Financial Affairs Council (ECOFIN) = The Eco-
nomic and Financial Affairs Council is one of the oldest con-
figurations of the -»Council, which is composed of the mi-
nisters of Member States responsible for financial and/or
economic affairs. In addition, the finance ministers of Mem-
ber States whose currency is the euro also meet in a smaller
group, called »Eurogroup.

Economic and Monetary Union (EMU) = The Economic and
Monetary Union is an advanced stage of the European integ-
ration process. It is based on the ->single market and also in-
volves the harmonisation of the Member States’ economic
and monetary policies. In line with the ->Treaty of Maas-
tricht, the last stage of the EMU was launched by the intro-
duction of the »euro on 1 January 1999. Some Member
States, however, decided not to take part in the EMU, and
obtained an - opt-out.

EU Terminology
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ECSC Treaty -> Treaty of Paris
EC Treaty - Treaty of Maastricht
EEC Treaty - Treaty of Rome

EU citizenship = The concept of EU citizenship was intro-
duced by the >Treaty of Maastricht in 1992. Every citizen
holding the nationality of a Member State is a citizen of the
EU, as well. EU citizenship does not replace, but comple-
ments national citizenship by providing additional rights for
EU citizens, such as the right to move and reside freely
within the EU, to vote and stand in local and European elec-
tions, to diplomatic and consular protection and to petition
the »European Parliament.
€ The > Treaty of Lisbon further developed the con-
cept of EU citizenship by introducing the so called ‘citi-
zens' initiative! EU citizens now also have the right to
ask the »European Commission to take a specific ini-
tiative by submitting at least one million signatures
from a significant number of Member States. It is, how-
ever, not binding on the Commission.

EU executive > European Commission

Euratom Treaty - Treaty of Rome

EUR-Lex = EUR-Lex is an official EU-portal which provides

free access to EU law (—~>acquis communautaire), the - Offi-

cial Journal of the EU and other useful information on EU

legislation in all of the EU’s > official and working languages.
@ eur-lex.europa.eu

euro area > BOX5

Eurogroup — BOX5

Europass = Europass provides a single framework for making
the qualifications and competences of individuals more
transparent in order to contribute to the mobility of students
and workers in the EU. It is composed of five documents:
Europass CV, Language Passport, Europass Mobility, Cer-
tificate Supplement and Diploma Supplement.

Europass CV - Europass
Europass Mobility - Europass

European Administrative School (EAS) = The European Ad-
ministrative School has been offering trainings and courses
for the civil servants of EU institutions since 2005.

European Anti-Fraud Office (OLAF) = The European Anti-
Fraud Office was established in 1999 in order to combat
fraud and corruption. It is a -»Directorate-General of the Eu-
ropean Commission, but operates in full independence.
!'In EU terminology, the French abbreviation ‘OLAF’
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(Office européen de lutte anti-fraude) is accepted as the of-
ficial abbreviation of the term in all of the EU’s official and
working languages.

European Atomic Energy Community (Euratom) = The European
Atomic Energy Community is one of the organisations that cons-
tituted the —»European Communities. It was founded by the
»Treaty of Rome (along with the -European Economic Com-
munity) in 1957, with a view to ensuring energy supply and the
peaceful use of nuclear power.
& Although the ~Treaty of Lisbon changed certain provi-
sions of the Euratom Treaty (via a protocol attached to the
Treaty of Lisbon), Euratom has not been merged with the
EU, and retains its separate legal personality.

European Central Bank (ECB) = The European Central Bank is the
central bank of the EU responsible for defining and implementing
the monetary policy of the ~>euro area and to maintain price sta-
bility. It started operating on 1 June 1998, with headquarters in
Frankfurt. It holds a key position in the >European System of
Central Banks and the —~Eurosystem. Its main bodies are the Go-
verning Council, the Executive Board and the General Council.

2= The ~Treaty of Lisbon gave the European Central Bank

the status of being an EU institution.

@ www.ech.int

European Coal and Steel Community (ECSC) = The European Coal
and Steel Community was one of the organisations that consti-
tuted the - European Communities. It was founded in 1951 by
the - Treaty of Paris in order to establish a common market for
coal and steel. The Treaty expired in 2002, but most of its provi-
sions were incorporated into the framework of the -European
Community (the then —first pillar of the EU).

5 In certain cases, the term Montanunion may also be

used, especially in texts of German origin.

European Commission =
1. (institution) The European Commission is one of the EU’s
~supranational institutions which represents general EU inte-
rests. It is a component of the »institutional triangle. It is res-
ponsible for proposing legislation (- exclusive right of initia-
tive), preparing and executing the EU budget, and managing
EU programs. As the >guardian of the Treaties, it also en-
sures that EU law is properly applied. The administrative
body of the institution is split up into various departments
called - Directorates-General.
2 In Eurojargon, the term EU-executive is often used
to refer to the European Commission, especially by the
media, emphasising its executive role, which is similar to
that of national governments.
2. (commissioners) The term ‘European Commission’ may also
refer to the leading body of the institution, that is, the ~College
of Commissioners.
Syn. Commission
@ ec.europa.eu

European Communities > BOX 4




European Community > BOX 4

European Convention = The European Convention was res-
ponsible for producing a draft »Constitutional Treaty and
preparing the Intergovernmental Conference of 2003-2004.
It was convened between February 2002 and July 2003. Its
members included representatives of the ~>European Par-
liament and the »European Commission, along with repre-
sentatives of the >Heads of State and Government and the
national parliaments of both the Member States and the
then —~candidate countries. It was chaired by Valéry Gis-
card d'Estaing.

Syn. Convention on the future of the European Union

BOX 4
Community or Communities?

European Community = The term ‘European Community’
was introduced by the - Treaty of Maastricht by turning
the ‘European Economic Community” into the ‘European
Community’ It reflected the Member States’ wish to ex-
pand the Community’s powers to non-economic areas,
as well.
! Along with ‘European Communities; the term "Eu-
ropean Community’ was also used to refer to the
~first pillar of the EU since it included, as from
2002, only Euratom and the European Community.
& The - Treaty of Lisbon abolished the pillar struc-
ture of the EU by merging the ‘communities’ and
other areas of cooperation under the name ‘Euro-
pean Union.

European Communities = The term ‘European Communi-
ties’ was used from 1967 (the adoption of the >Merger
Treaty) to refer to the then three ‘communities’ of the Eu-
ropean integration process: the -European Coal and
Steel Community (ECSC), the »European Atomic Ener-
gy Community (Euratom) and the ->European Eco-
nomic Community (EEC), which was renamed by the
Treaty of Maastricht the >‘European Community’ As
from 1992, they formed the —first pillar of the EU. Since
the ECSC Treaty expired in 2002, the term ‘European
Communities’ was generally used to refer to the re-
maining two communities: Euratom and the European
Community.
! Since the term ‘European Communities’” only in-
cluded Euratom and the European Community (as
from 2002), both the singular (‘European Commu-
nity') and the plural (‘European Communities’)
forms were used to refer to the —>first pillar of the
EU.
2 The - Treaty of Lisbon abolished the pillar struc-
ture of the EU by merging the ‘communities’ and
other areas of cooperation under the name ‘Euro-
pean Union’ As a result, the term ‘European Com-
munities’ has been replaced by ‘European Union.
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European Council > BOX 3

European Court of Auditors = The European Court of Audi-
tors is an EU institution which carries out the audit of EU
finances as the EU’s external auditor in order to ensure ac-
countability and transparency. It started operating in 1977.
Syn. Court of Auditors of the European Union; Court
of Auditors
@ eca.europa.eu

European Data Protection Supervisor (EDPS) = The European
Data Protection Supervisor’s main task is to ensure that the
EU institutions and bodies respect the right to privacy while
processing personal data.

European Economic and Social Committee (EESC) = The Eu-

ropean Economic and Social Committee is an advisory

body of the EU. It allows economic and social interest

groups (representatives of employers, employees and other

parties of civil society) to express their views on EU affairs

and participate in the EU’s decision-making procedures.
See also »Committee of the Regions

European Economic Area (EEA) = The European Economic
Area is composed of the Member States of the EU and the
members of the European Free Trade Association (EFTA).
The EEA is based on the same - four freedoms as the EU, al-
lowing EFTA countries to participate in the EU’s -single
market without joining the EU.

European Economic Community (EEC) = The European Eco-
nomic Community was one of organisations which consti-
tuted the >European Communities. It was founded by the

»>Treaty of Rome with the objective of creating a common
market. It was renamed by the - Treaty of Maastricht +'Eu-
ropean Community, which reflected the Member States’
commitment to expanding the Community’s powers to non-
economic areas, as well.

EURopean Employment Services (EURES) = The EURopean
Employment Services is a cooperation network, set up in
1993 between the > European Commission and the public
employment services of the Member States of the —Euro-
pean Economic Area and Switzerland. Its main task is to
foster mobility on the European labour market. One ele-
ment of it is the European Job Mobility Portal.

@ The European Job Mobility Portal is available at

eures.europa.eu.

European Investment Bank (EIB) = The European Invest-
ment Bank was founded in 1958 under the —Treaty of
Rome, as the long-term lending bank of the EU. Owned by
the Member States, its main task is to contribute to integ-
ration, balanced development and economic and social co-
hesion in the Member States by offering long-term loans
for projects.
@ www.eib.org
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European Investment Fund (EIF) = The European Investment
Fund was founded in 1994 in order to support small and
medium-sized enterprises (SMEs). It is owned by the - Eu-
ropean Investment Bank.

European Job Mobility Portal > EURopean Employment Servi-
ces

European Judicial Cooperation Unit (Eurojust) = The European
Judicial Cooperation Unit was created in 2002. Its main task
is to improve the co-ordination of investigations and prose-
cutions between national judicial authorities on an ~inter-
governmental basis. It also co-operates with the > European
Judicial Network, the - European Police Office (Europol)
and the - European Anti-Fraud Office (OLAF).

! The abbreviation ‘Eurojust’ is commonly used in many

of the EU'’s official and working languages.

@ eurojust.europa.eu

European Judicial Network (EIN) = The European Judicial Net-
work was founded in 1998. As a network of national contact
points, it aims to improve judicial cooperation between
Member States in criminal matters, i.e. in combating serious
crime, such as organised crime, corruption, drug trafficking
and terrorism. In 2001, a similar network was established for
supporting cooperation in civil and commercial matters.

European Ombudsman = The institution of the European Om-
budsman was introduced by the - Treaty of Maastricht. His
or her main task is to investigate maladministration (dis-
crimination, failure to reply, unnecessary delay, etc.) in the
institutions of the European Union, either on his/her own ini-
tiative or upon complaints received from individuals, busi-
nesses or other bodies. The Ombudsman is elected by the
>European Parliament. The first Ombudsman was elected
in 1995.
Syn. Ombudsman

European Parliament (EP) = The European Parliament is the
only EU institution which is elected directly by the citizens of
the EU. Elected once every five years, the assembly represents
the interests of EU citizens. Over the years, the Parliament’s
powers have been extended considerably. In most cases, it
shares legislative power (as co-legislator) with the - Council
through the —ordinary legislative procedure (formerly
known as ‘codecision procedure’). It also shares budgetary
power with the Council through the »budgetary procedure.
Unlike national parliaments, however, it has no legislative ini-
tiative. This right belongs solely to the - European Commis-
sion, which has the exclusive right of initiative in the area
of legislation.

Syn. Parliament

€ The > Treaty of Lisbon granted the Parliament pow-

ers over the entire EU budget (-budgetary procedure),

and made the Parliament’s legislative powers equal to

that of the »Council in nearly all areas of cooperation.

@ europarl.europa.eu
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BOX 5

The euro and its groupings

euro (€; EUR) = The euro is the single currency (legal
tender) of the >Economic and Monetary Union. It was
introduced as an accounting currency on 1 January 1999,
replacing the former European Currency Unit (ECU),
and entered into circulation as banknotes and coins on
January 2002.
# In EU legal texts, the spelling of ‘euro’ must be
identical in all EU official languages, although dif-
ferent alphabets are taken into account and plural
forms are accepted. At national level (in non-EU
texts), other spellings may be used, as well.

euro area = The euro area is composed of the Member
States whose currency is the ~euro.
Syn. eurozone

Eurosystem = The Eurosystem is composed of the > Eu-
ropean Central Bank and the national banks of the Mem-
ber States whose currency is the -euro. Its primary ob-
jective is to maintain price stability in the >euro area.

European System of Central Banks (ESCB) = The European
System of Central Banks is composed of the »European
Central Bank and the national banks of all of the Mem-
ber States (whether they have adopted the ~>euro or not).

Eurogroup = Eurogroup is composed of the finance mi-

nisters of the >euro area. It also has a permanent presi-

dent elected for two and a half years. It usually meets be-

fore ECOFIN (-Economic and Financial Affairs

Council) to discuss questions related to the ~euro area.
€ Under the - Treaty of Lisbon, Eurogroup and its
president have been given a legal base for the first
time.

European Currency Unit (ECU) - euro > BOX 5

European Personnel Selection Office (EPSO) = The European
Personnel Selection Office is the common recruitment ser-
vice of the EU, which offers a unified staff selection service
and a range of other HR-related services for EU institutions
and bodies. As part of these tasks, it organises open com-
petitions for citizens wanting to work for an EU institution.
It is the single contact point for citizens wishing to start an
EU career. EU institutions and bodies recruit staff from
among the candidates selected by EPSO.

!'The English abbreviation ‘EPSO’ is accepted as the of-

ficial abbreviation of the term in all of the EU’s official

and working languages.

@ europa.eu/epso

European Police Office (Europol) = The European Police Of-
fice is an EU agency which aims to improve the effective-




ness, cooperation and exchange of information between
the competent police and customs authorities in the
>Member States to prevent and combat international or-
ganised crime, within the framework of an ~intergovern-
mental cooperation.

I'The abbreviation ‘Europol’ is commonly used in many

of the EU’s official and working languages.

@ www.europol.europa.eu

European Regional Development Fund -> Structural Funds
European Research Area > Seventh Framework Programme

European Research Council = The European Research Coun-
cil is a body set up within the framework of the ‘Ideas’ sub-
program of the ->Seventh Framework Programme. Its main
objective is to fund projects in so-called ‘frontier research;
and to strengthen the European research system.

European Security and Defence Policy > Common Security
and Defence Policy

European Social Fund - Structural Funds
European System of Central Banks - BOX 5
Eurosystem - BOX 5

eurozone > euro area > BOX5

EU Statistics on Income and Living Conditions (EU-SILC) = EU
Statistics on Income and Living Conditions is an instrument
for policy monitoring at EU level within the framework of
the - open method of coordination. It contains comparable
micro-data on income, poverty, social exclusion and living
conditions coordinated by Eurostat (- Statistical Office of
the European Union).

EU summit > European Council > BOX 3
EU Treaty - Treaty of Maastricht
exclusive competence > BOX 2

exclusive right of initiative = The exclusive right of initiative

refers to the exclusive right of the »European Commission

to make proposals for EU legislation. In other words, the Eu-

ropean Commission alone has legislative initiative in the EU

while the - European Parliament and the - Council may

only request the Commission to draft legislative proposals.
2 Due to the changes introduced by the - Treaty of Lis-
bon regarding the concept of - EU citizenship, EU citi-
zens are also able to request the »European Commis-
sion to draft a legislative proposal if they can submit a
petition carrying one million signatures (citizens’ ini-
tiative). This is, however, not binding on the Commis-
sion.
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Executive Board - European Central Bank

External Action Service > High Representative of the Union
for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy

financial perspectives - financial framework

first pillar = The term 'first pillar’ referred to the areas and
competences of the »European Communities between 1993
(as introduced by the - Treaty of Maastricht) and 2009 (as
abolished by the —Treaty of Lisbon). The first pillar was
characterised by supranational cooperation, by the so-
called - Community method, and it was the only pillar with
legal personality.

Syn. Community pillar

& The > Treaty of Lisbon abolished the pillar structure

of the EU by merging the areas of »supranational and

~intergovernmental cooperation under the name ‘Eu-

ropean Union’ and giving the EU a legal personality.

The legal acts of the first pillar (> regulation, >direc-

tive, >decision, »opinion and -recommendation)

have been retained as the -legal acts of the EU.

See also »second pillar; >third pillar

flexicurity = Flexicurity is the combination of the terms ‘flex-
ibility’ and ‘security’ Originally, it is a Scandinavian social
and labour market model which ensures both flexibility and
security on the labour market at the same time. The model
was adopted as a cornerstone of the EU’s employment policy
and the revised - Lisbon strategy. Member States have been
called on to draw up national flexicurity strategies (path-
ways).

founding treaties = The term ‘founding treaties’ refers to the
treaties which the European integration process is based on:
the - Treaty of Paris establishing the > European Coal and
Steel Community (ECSC), the - Treaties of Rome establish-
ing the - European Economic Community (EEC) along with
the > European Atomic Energy Community (Euratom), and
the - Treaty of Maastricht establishing the ->European
Union. The founding treaties have been modified several
times by the so-called »amending treaties.
See also - Treaties

four freedoms = The term ‘four freedoms’ refers to the free
movement of goods, persons, capital and services in the EU. It
is a fundamental condition for the completion of the - single
market.

framework decision - third pillar

General Council - European Central Bank

General Court = The General Court (known as the ‘Court of First
Instance’ prior to the - Treaty of Lisbon) is a court of the

= Court of Justice of the European Union. It was established in
1988 in order to relieve the workload of the - Court of Justice.

EU Terminology 197




& > The Treaty of Lisbon renamed the ‘Court of First
Instance’ the 'General Court!
See also - Court of Justice; > Civil Service Tribunal

Governing Council > European Central Bank

green paper = The term ‘green paper’ refers to a discussion
document published by the > European Commission. It is
released in order to launch a consultation process at EU level
on a given topic. Individuals and organisations are invited
to express their views and opinions on the ideas presented in
the green paper. It may be followed by the production of a
“white paper, which contains specific proposals for legisla-
tion and EU actions.
See also ~»white paper

guardian of the Treaties = The term ‘guardian of the Treaties’
refers to the - European Commission. In this role, the Com-
mission permanently monitors and ensures that EU law is
followed and properly applied. In performing this role, it
also has the power to launch infringement proceedings and
impose sanctions (fines or penalties) on Member States or
companies if they fail to comply with EU law.

head of cabinet = The head of cabinet is a position in the ad-
ministration of the > European Commission. The head of
cabinet is responsible for leading the cabinet of the ~com-
missioner.
2 In Eurojargon, the French term chef de cabinet is
often used to refer to the head of cabinet.

Heads of State or Government = Heads of State or Govern-
ment represent the Member States at the meetings of the
>European Council. Depending on the constitutional model
of the Member State, either the head of government or the
head of state may represent the Member State in the Euro-
pean Council.
52 In Eurojargon, the term chef d’Etat is often used to
refer to the head of state.

High Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs and Se-
curity Policy = The person holding the post of the High Rep-
resentative is responsible for conducting the EU’s >Com-
mon Foreign and Security Policy (CFSP) and ensuring
consistency in the EU’s external actions. The High Repre-
sentative presides over the Foreign Affairs Council (a con-
figuration of the -»Council), and is also one of the Vice-Pre-
sidents of the - European Commission. In other words, the
post is ‘double-hatted: as for the Council, the High Repre-
sentative chairs the meetings of the Foreign Affairs Council
and is responsible for the CFSP; as for the Commission, he
or she is one of the Vice-Presidents of the Commission, res-
ponsible for coordinating the Commission’s external actions.
The High Representative will also be in charge of the so-
called External Action Service (including diplomatic corps
for the EU).
Syn. High Representative
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&2 Although not an official term, the title EU foreign
minister is often used by the media to describe the
post of the High Representative.

2 This post was created by the > Treaty of Lisbon by ex-
tending the functions of the former 'High Representa-
tive for the Common Foreign and Security Policy” (pre-
viously held by the Secretary-General of the Council).

implementing acts - comitology

institutional triangle = The institutional triangle is composed
of the three EU —institutions which play a crucial role in the
EU’s decision-making process: the - European Commission
(representing EU interests), the > European Parliament (rep-
resenting EU citizens) and the - Council (representing > Mem-
ber State interests).

institutions = The institutions of the European Union are the
>European Parliament, the > European Council, the > Coun-
cil, the > European Commission, the -»Court of Justice of the
European Union, the -European Central Bank and the
= Court of Auditors, listed in this order by the >Treaty on
European Union (as modified by the ->Treaty of Lisbon).
Apart from the institutions, there are various other bodies,
offices and agencies of the EU: advisory bodies, such as the
>European Economic and Social Committee and the »>Com-
mittee of the Regions; financial bodies, such as the >Euro-
pean Investment Bank; and other offices and agencies, such
as the = European Personnel Selection Office (EPSO), the
> Publications Office, the - European Police Office (Europol)
and the - European Judicial Cooperation Unit (Eurojust), just
to name a few.
& The - Treaty of Lisbon extended the number of EU
institutions by giving official status to the >European
Council and the - European Central Bank. It also made
an explicit reference to offices and agencies by replacing
‘institutions and/or bodies’ by ‘institutions, bodies, offices
and agencies.

Integrated Lifelong Learning Programme (ILLP) = The Integ-
rated Lifelong Learning Programme is a financial instrument
of the EU for the budget period (- financial framework) 2007-
2013 which aims at supporting projects in public education
(Comenius programme), higher education (Erasmus prog-
ramme), vocational training (Leonardo da Vinci programme),
adult education (Grundtvig programme), language teaching,
information and communication technologies, and other co-
operation and dissemination projects (transversal projects).

Interactive Terminology for Europe (IATE) = Interactive Termi-
nology for Europe is the on-line terminology database of the
EU. It merged and unified the previous databases of the EU
institutions, and made the new database available to the gen-
eral public.

@ iate.europa.eu

intergovernmental > BOX 6




BOX 6
' Intergovernmental or supranational?

intergovernmental =
1. (cooperation) Intergovernmental cooperation is a tra-
~ ditional form of international cooperation between states
- in which participating states do not confer powers upon
~ supranational institutions. The -»Council of Europe, for
instance, works on an entirely intergovernmental basis.
- It is important to point out that the EU combines ele-
- ments of both intergovernmental and supranational co-
operation.
2. (EU-pillar) Prior to the —Treaty of Lisbon, the EU’s
—second pillar and > third pillar were characterised by
intergovernmental cooperation. The > European Com-
mission, the > European Parliament and the > Court of
Justice had only limited powers in these pillars.
2= Although the ~Treaty of Lisbon abolished the
pillar structure of the EU, the »Common Foreign
and Security Policy (CFSP) (the former ~>second
pillar) remains mainly intergovernmental, with
~unanimity as the main decision-making proce-
dure.
3. (EU-institution) The - European Council and the
Council can be considered as the EU’s intergovernmen-
tal institutions, allowing Member States’ interests to be
represented.

supranational =
1. (cooperation) Supranational cooperation means that
participating states confer some of their decision-making
powers upon supranational institutions they have cre-
ated. The EU combines elements of intergovernmental
and supranational cooperation.
2. (EU-pillar) Prior to the - Treaty of Lisbon, suprana-
tional cooperation was strongest in the > first pillar, cha-
racterised by the so-called » Community method, with
— qualified majority voting as the main decision-making
procedure.
2 The > Treaty of Lisbon abolished the pillar struc-
ture of the EU by merging areas of -»supranational
and - intergovernmental cooperation into a single
framework. However, the »Common Foreign and
Security Policy (CFSP) retains its exceptional posi-
tion, and remains an area of intergovernmental co-
operation.
3. (EU-institution) The - European Commission, the
- European Parliament and the - Court of Justice of the
European Union can be considered as the EU’s suprana-
tional institutions, which represent mainly EU interests.

Intergovernmental Conference (IGC) = The term ‘Intergo-
vernmental Conference’ refers to the formal procedure for
negotiating amendments to the —>founding treaties. It is
composed of the representatives of the governments of the
—Member States. It is convened when Member States in-
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tend to amend the founding treaties, either to enhance co-
operation between them or to receive new Member States in
the EU. - Accession negotiations, for instance, are carried
out within the framework of an Intergovernmental Confe-
rence. The amending Treaties, such as the > Treaty of Ams-
terdam or the - Treaty of Lisbon are also results of Inter-
governmental Conferences.

Syn. Conference of the Representatives of the Govern-

ments of the Member States

internal market > single market

joint actions -» second pillar

Joint Research Centre (JRC) = The Joint Research Centre is a
- Directorate-General of the European Commission. As the
EU'’s scientific and research service, it provides independent
technical and scientific advice both for the - European Com-
mission and the Member States of the EU, in support of de-
veloping and implementing EU policies. It has several sci-
entific institutes across Europe.

Justice and Home Affairs - third pillar

Language Passport - Europass

legal acts > BOX 7

legal tender > euro > BOX5

legislative acts > comitology; > BOX7

Lisbon strategy > BOX 9

Lisbon targets > Lisbon strategy > BOX 9

Lisbon Treaty - Treaty of Lisbon > BOX 9

Maastricht criteria > convergence criteria

Maastricht Treaty - Treaty of Maastricht

maladministration - European Ombudsman

Member of the European Commission > commissioner

Member of the European Parliament (MEP) = A Member of
the European Parliament is a person who has been elected
to the > European Parliament for a term of five years. Since
1979, MEPs have been elected by direct universal suffrage,
which means that they are elected directly by EU citizens.
! The abbreviation ‘MEP’ also serves to distinguish
Members of the European Parliament from their equi-
valents in national parliaments, who are usually re-
ferred to as ‘MPs.
& The - Treaty of Lisbon limited the number of MEPs
to 750, reduced their maximum number per Member
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State from 99 to 96, and increased their minimum num-
ber from 5 to 6.

Member State > BOX 1

Merger Treaty = The Merger Treaty is an ~amending treaty
which merged the institutions of the then three communities
(the -»European Coal and Steel Community, the - European
Economic Community and —the European Atomic Energy
Community) into a single institutional framework by establish-
ing the - Council and the > European Commission. The Merger
Treaty was signed in 1965, and entered into force on 1 July 1967.
Since then, the term —’European Communities” has been used
to describe the three communities founded in 1951 and 1957.
Syn. Treaty establishing a Single Council and a Single
Commission of the European Communities

BOX 7
Legal acts of the EU

The Treaty of Lisbon introduced significant changes to
the system of legal instruments. A distinction has been
made between ‘legislative acts’ (adopted under the - or-
dinary and —special legislative procedures) and ‘non-le-
gislative acts’ (where no legislative procedure is required,
see —~comitology). Legal acts resulting from these pro-
cedures can appear in a number of forms (instruments).
The Treaty of Lisbon retained the instruments of the for-
mer —first pillar, as follows:

regulation = A regulation is binding in its entirety in all

of the Member States and is directly applicable. Cont-
rary to directives, regulations do not need to be trans-
posed into national legislation, i.e. they become auto-
matically part of national legislation the moment they
enter into force, and do not require implementing mea-
sures.

directive = A directive is binding upon the Member
States to which it is addressed, and only as regards the
result to be achieved. Member States may choose the
forms and measures by which to achieve this result. Cont-
rary to regulations, directives need to be transposed into
national legislation.

decision = A decision is binding in its entirety. However,
if a decision specifies those to whom it is addressed, it is
binding only on them.

opinion = An opinion is a non-binding legal act which
contains the views of a given institution on a specific
subject matter.

recommendation = A recommendation is a non-binding
legal act which formulates a certain expectation or guid-
ance for Member States.

200 EU Terminology

multiannual financial framework = The multiannual financial
framework is the EU’s multiannual budget package which
sets a maximum volume for EU expenditure for a period of
at least five years. The annual EU budgets have to comply
with the multiannual financial framework. It has to be laid
down in a »regulation adopted by the - Council by - una-
nimity, after obtaining the consent of the »European Par-
liament in a »special legislative procedure.
! Between 1988 and 2007, the term 'financial perspec-
tives’ was used to refer to the EU’s multiannual budget.
€ The - Treaty of Lisbon established the practice of
adopting multiannual financial frameworks/financial
perspectives by making them compulsory (legally bind-
ing) and by regulating their adoption, as indicated
above.

multilingualism - BOX 8
non-legislative acts > comitology; > BOX 7
offices > institutions

official and working languages = The number and equality of
official and working languages was laid down by the - Coun-
cil in its first regulation, in 1958. The regulation makes no
distinction between 'official’ and 'working’ languages, so in
most cases the term 'official languages’ is used. According
to the regulation, EU institutions may define in their - rules
of procedure the languages they use in their internal com-
munication. These languages are often referred to as ‘pro-
cedural languages’ or simply ‘working languages’

Official Journal (0J) = It is in the Official Journal that EU le-
gal acts, along with public procurement notices and other
official documents, are published. The O] is the principal
source of » EUR-Lex, published by the - Publications Office,
on every working day, in all of the official and working lan-
guages of the EU.

@ eur-lex.europa.eu

open competition = The term ‘open competition’ refers to a
unified EU staff selection procedure provided by the > Eu-
ropean Personnel Selection Office (EPSO) on behalf of the
EU institutions. EU citizens who wish to land a job at an EU
institution have to participate in an open competition
launched by EPSO. As from 2010, it includes the following
stages: on-line registration, computer based testing and an
assessment centre. Successful candidates are placed in a
database (on a so-called reserve-list), from which EU insti-
tutions may choose candidates and invite them for an inter-
view before offering them a position.

c>2 In Eurojargon, the French term concours is com-

monly used to refer to open competitions.

open method of coordination (OMC) = The open method of
coordination was introduced by the - Lisbon strategy as an
instrument for cooperation. It allows coordination also in
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areas which fall within the competence of the »Member
States (such as education or employment). Under the open
method of coordination, Member States jointly adopt ob-
jectives to be achieved, establish instruments to measure re-
sults, compare the Member States’ performances and ex-
change best practices (benchmarking).

opinion - BOX7

opt-out = Opt-out is an exemption which allows a Member
State to refrain from taking part in a specific area of EU co-
operation, or to join it later if it wishes to do so. For instance,
some Member States that did not intend to take part in the
third stage of the » Economic and Monetary Union (i.e. to int-
roduce the - euro), or to take over the > Schengen acquis in
its entirety, have been granted an opt-out.

ordinary legislative procedure = The term ‘ordinary legisla-
tive procedure’ refers to the joint adoption of legal acts by
the »European Parliament and the -»Council. It was intro-
duced by the > Treaty of Lisbon by renaming the former
‘codecision procedure’ and making it the ordinary legislative
procedure of the EU, and by extending it to additional areas,
such as agriculture and most of the former - third pillar. It
allows the European Parliament to act as a co-legislator,
along with the Council, in almost all areas of EU legislation.
The procedure may comprise three readings. After the se-
cond reading, a so-called - Conciliation Committee may be
set up in order to settle disagreements between the two ins-
titutions (i.e. the Parliament and the Council).

<€ The term was introduced by the - Treaty of Lisbon

by renaming the term ‘codecision procedure’ ‘ordinary

legislative procedure’

See also ~special legislative procedure

BOX 8
Multilingualism or plurilingualism?

multilingualism =

1. (EU) In EU terminology, the term 'multilingualism’
refers to both the diversity of the languages spoken by an
individual (individual level) and the diversity of the lan-
guages or dialects spoken in a geographical area (soci-
ety level).

2. (CoE) In the terminology of the - Council of Europe,
the term 'multilingualism’ refers only to the diversity of
the languages or dialects spoken in a geographical area
(society level). The variety of the languages spoken by
an individual is referred to as - plurilingualism.

plurilingualism =
(CoE) In the terminology of the > Council of Europe, the
term 'plurilingualism’ refers to the multilingual compe-
tence of an individual (individual level).
! In EU terminology, the term ’plurilingualism’ is
not used.

Parliament - European Parliament

permanent representation to the EU = The term ‘permanent
representation to the EU’ refers to the representations of the
EU Member States in Brussels. The ambassador of the rep-
resentation is a member of COREPER II while his or her
deputy is a member of COREPER I (= Permanent Repre-
sentatives Committee).

Permanent Representatives Committee (COREPER) = The Per-
manent Representatives Committee comprises the ambas-
sadors (COREPER II) and their deputies (COREPER I) of
the Member States’ permanent representations to the EU. It
meets once a week, and is chaired by the Member State
which holds the - Council Presidency. It is responsible for
preparing the work of the - Council of the European Union
and providing a forum for dialogue for national govern-
ments and EU institutions.

! The French abbreviation 'COREPER’ (Comité des

Représentants Permanents) is accepted as the official

abbreviation of the term.

pillars - first; - second; - third pillar
plurilingualism > BOX 8

police and judicial cooperation in criminal matters = Prior to
the - Treaty of Lisbon, ‘police and judicial cooperation in
criminal matters’ (originally called ‘Justice and Home Af-
fairs’) was referred to as the -third pillar of the EU, i.e. an
area of ~intergovernmental cooperation in the fight against
crime.

€ Since the —>Treaty of Lisbon abolished the pillar

structure of the EU, this area has been incorporated

into a single EU framework.

potential candidate country > BOX 1

preliminary ruling = A ‘preliminary ruling’ is a procedure
which contributes to the uniform interpretation and appli-
cation of EU law, and the cooperation between the national
courts of the Member States and the - Court of Justice. The
procedure allows any national court to question the Court of
Justice about the interpretation or validation of EU law in a
given case. The Court’s response (ruling) is binding not only
on the national court which submitted the question, but on
all of the national courts of the Member States, as well.

President > Bureau

principles and general guidelines - second pillar
procedural languages - official and working languages
proportionality = Proportionality is one of the basic princi-

ples which govern the functioning of and the exercise of
powers by the EU. According to the principle of propor-
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tionality, any action taken at EU level may not go beyond what
is necessary to achieve the objectives of the - Treaties.
See also —subsidiarity

Publications Office of the European Union = The Publications Of-
fice of the European Union issues the publications of EU insti-
tutions. It also provides on-line access to the official portals
<EUR-Lex, CORDIS (-»Community Research and Develop-
ment Information Service) and the - Official Journal of the Eu-
ropean Union.

Syn. Publications Office

o2 In Eurojargon, the French abbreviation OPOCE (Of-

fice des publications officielles des Communautés eu-

ropéennes) is commonly used to refer to the Publications

Office.

@ publications.europa.eu

Quaestors = Quaestors are officials of the > European Parlia-
ment who carry out financial and administrative tasks directly
related to the »Members of the European Parliament, in line
with the guidelines laid down by the - Bureau.

qualified majority voting (QMV) = Qualified majority voting is a
voting procedure within the - Council. Qualified majority
means that the number of votes allocated to each Member State
are weighted according to the population of the state and as a
result of political agreements. In order to prevent the adoption
of a decision by qualified majority, a »blocking minority is
needed.
£ According to the - Treaty of Lisbon, the present QMV
system, as laid down by the Treaty of Nice, will only apply
until 31 October 2014. After that period, the definition of
qualified majority will change: at least 55 % of all of the
Member States representing at least 65 % of the EU’s po-
pulation (called ‘double majority’) will be required for the
adoption of a decision.
See also ~»unanimity; - simple majority

rapporteur (Fr.) [kaposte:k] = A rapporteur is a > Member of
the European Parliament who, in this capacity, is in charge of re-
porting on a particular subject. When a committee of the > Eu-
ropean Parliament is assigned to draft up a report, a rappor-
teur is elected, who is responsible for writing the report. The
fact that some reports are known by the name of the rapporteur
reflects the importance of this role in the European Parliament.
reading (first, second, third) - ordinary legislative procedure
recommendation > BOX 7

Reform Treaty > Treaty of Lisbon

regulation > BOX 7

reserve-list > open competition

rotating Presidency - Council Presidency
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rules of procedure = The term ‘rules of procedure’ refers to a
document which contains the rules governing the internal
functioning and organisation of a given EU institution or
body.

Schengen acquis = The Schengen acquis consists of the
>Schengen Agreement, the >Schengen Convention and
other related legislative acts. It was integrated into the ins-
titutional and legal framework of the EU by the - Treaty of
Amsterdam, and has formed, since then, an integral part of
the >acquis communautaire. As a result, countries wishing
to join the EU have to adopt the Schengen acquis, as well.

Schengen Agreement = The Schengen Agreement was signed
by France, Germany, Belgium, Luxembourg and the Nether-
lands in 1985. Its main objective was to remove personal
controls at their common, internal borders. The Agreement
was soon followed by the - Schengen Convention, which
supplements the Agreement and contains provisions for the
implementation of the Agreement’s objectives.

Schengen area = The term ‘Schengen area’ refers to the bor-
derless zone of countries which adopted the ->Schengen ac-
quis. It includes most of the EU Member States and some
non-EU countries, as well. Some EU Member States which
did not want to adopt the Schengen acquis have been given
an ~opt-out.

Schengen Convention = The Schengen Convention was signed
in 1990. Its main objective was to lay down arrangements and
safeguards for the implementation of the > Schengen Agree-
ment. Apart from removing internal controls at the borders
of the signatory states, it strengthened external borders and
enhanced the cooperation of police and judicial organs. Both
the Convention and the Agreement came into force in 1995.

screening > acquis screening

second pillar = Prior to the > Treaty of Lisbon, the term ‘se-
cond pillar’ referred to the > Common Foreign and Security
Policy (CFSP), which was introduced by the - Treaty of
Maastricht. Similarly to the - third pillar, it was also charac-
terised by -»intergovernmental cooperation.
£ The - Treaty of Lisbon abolished the pillar structure
of the EU by merging the areas of ->supranational and
>intergovernmental cooperation into a single EU struc-
ture. However, the > Common Foreign and Security Po-
licy (the former second pillar) retained its exceptional
position, and remained intergovernmental. The legal
acts (principles and general guidelines, common strate-
gies, joint actions, common positions) of the former se-
cond pillar have been renamed and amended.
See also —first pillar; > third pillar

Seventh Framework Programme (FP7) = The Seventh Frame-
work Programme (FP7) is the EU’s chief instrument for fi-
nancing technology, research and development in the budget




period (- financial framework) 2007-2013 and furthering the
creation of a European Research Area. It funds cooperation
in research, the establishment of networks of excellence, vir-
tual research centres and other research projects. Calls for
proposal are available at the » Community Research and De-
velopment Information Service (CORDIS), the official por-
tal of the Programme.

Syn. Seventh framework programme for research and

technological development

shared competence > BOX 2

simple majority = Simple majority is a voting procedure
within the »Council which requires more than half of the
Member States to be in agreement for the adoption of a de-
cision.

See also — qualified majority voting; »unanimity

Single European Act (SEA) = The Single European Act is an
~amending Treaty which introduced significant changes in
the >founding Treaties. It set a deadline (31 December
1992) for completing the —single market, and introduced
measures and actions in order to achieve this objective. It
came into force on 1 July 1987.

single market = The single market is an area without internal
frontiers, where the = four freedoms, i.e. the free movement
of goods, persons, capital and services is ensured. The dead-
line for completing the single market (31 December 1992)
was set by the - Single European Act.

Syn. internal market

special legislative procedure = The term ‘special legislative
procedure’ was introduced by the - Treaty of Lisbon. It co-
vers specific cases for adopting legal acts, either by the - Eu-
ropean Parliament with the participation of the - Council
or vice-versa (but not jointly). As opposed to the >ordinary
legislative procedure (i.e. joint adoption by the two institu-
tions), this procedure is only applied in a few areas, such as
the budget (-budgetary procedure), taxation and certain as-
pects of other policy areas. Basically, it covers the former ‘as-
sent procedure’ and ‘consultation procedure, except for the
‘cooperation procedure;, which was abandoned by the Treaty
of Lisbon.
€ The term ‘special legislative procedure’ was intro-
duced by the Treaty of Lisbon. Furthermore, ‘assent’
has been renamed ‘consent’ throughout the Treaties.
See also ~ordinary legislative procedure

stabilisation and association agreement (SAA) = Stabilisation
and association agreements are intended to determine mu-
tual rights and obligations (e.g. free trade area, political dia-
logue) between - potential candidate countries of the Wes-
tern Balkans and the EU.

Stability and Growth Pact = The Stability and Growth Pact is
intended to ensure monetary stability in the < euro area. It
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requires Member States to meet the so-called - convergence
criteria (needed for the adoption of the >euro) even after
they introduced the EU's single currency. In response to cri-
ticism on grounds of not being sufficiently flexible, the Pact
was reformed in 2005.

stage (Fr.) [sta:3] - traineeship
stagiaire (Fr.) [stazie:k] - trainee

Statistical Office of the European Union (Eurostat) = Eurostat
was established in 1953 (at the time of the »European Coal
and Steel Community) and became a - Directorate-General
of the European Commission in 1958 (after the »European
Communities had been founded). Its key role is to provide
EU institutions with a high-quality statistical information
service.
@ epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu

Structural Funds = Structural Funds are financial instruments
of the EU’s regional policy which aim to reduce disparities
between regions and Member States in order to strengthen
economic and social cohesion. In the budget period (=>fi-
nancial framework) 2007-2013, there are two Structural
Funds: the European Regional Development Fund and the
European Social Fund. The two Funds, along with the »Co-
hesion Fund, are used to support and finance the objectives
of convergence, regional competitiveness and employment,
as well as European territorial cooperation.
See also - Cohesion Fund

subsidiarity = The term ‘subsidiarity’ refers to one of the ba-
sic principles which govern the functioning of and the exer-
cise of powers by the EU. It is intended to ensure that deci-
sions are taken as closely as possible to European citizens.
In other words, the EU may only act if the planned actions
can be better achieved at EU than at Member State, regional
or local level (except in the areas which fall within the EU’s
~exclusive competence).
See also - proportionality

supporting competence > BOX 2
supranational - BOX 6

third pillar = Prior to the - Treaty of Lisbon, the term 'third
pillar’ referred to the area of - police and judicial coopera-
tion in criminal matters. It was introduced by the - Treaty of
Maastricht in 1992, originally covering the area of ’Justice
and Home Affairs! After the > Treaty of Amsterdam had
transferred some of the areas to the —first pillar, the areas re-
maining in the third pillar were generally referred to as 'po-
lice and judicial cooperation in criminal matters.
£ The > Treaty of Lisbon abolished the pillar structure
of the EU by merging the areas of - supranational and
~intergovernmental cooperation into a single EU
framework, except for the »Common Foreign and Se-
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curity Policy (CFSP). The legal acts of the former third pil-
lar (common position, framework decision, decision, con-
vention) were eliminated.

See also > first pillar; >second pillar

trainee = A trainee is a person who is completing a > traineeship
in one of the EU institutions or bodies.
252 In Eurojargon, the French term stagiaire is commonly
used to refer to a trainee.

traineeship = A traineeship is an in-service training provided by
EU institutions and bodies. It gives - trainees the opportunity to
acquire first-hand experience and knowledge of the institutions’
and bodies’ day-to-day work.
& In Eurojargon, the French term stage is commonly used
to refer to an EU traineeship.

Treaties = The term "Treaties’ refer to both the —founding
Treaties and the treaties amending them. Since the »amending
Treaties overwrite the founding treaties, it is always the found-
ing treaties’ latest amended version that is in force. Conse-
quently, the term "Treaties’ refer to all of the treaties which are
in force at a given moment. Treaties are the result of negotia-
tions between Member States, within the framework of ->In-
tergovernmental Conferences.

Treaties of Rome -> Treaty of Rome

Treaty establishing the European Community > Treaty of Maas-
tricht

Treaty establishing the European Atomic Energy Community
- Treaty of Rome

Treaty establishing the European Coal and Steel Community -
Treaty of Paris

Treaty establishing the European Economic Community - Trea-
ty of Rome

Treaty of Amsterdam = The Treaty of Amsterdam is an - amend-
ing treaty. It introduced significant changes in the - second and
>third pillar of the EU, and extended the powers of the > Euro-
pean Parliament significantly. It was signed in 1997, in Amster-
dam, and entered into force on 1 May 1999.
Syn. Treaty of Amsterdam amending the Treaty on Euro-
pean Union, the Treaties establishing the European Com-
munities and certain related acts

Treaty of Lisbon - BOX9

Treaty on the functioning of the European Union - Treaty of Lis-
bon > BOX 9

Treaty of Maastricht = The Treaty of Maastricht is a - founding
treaty which established the -»European Union, and also an
>amending treaty which amended the “Treaty establishing the
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European Economic Community’ by turning it into the ->‘Eu-

ropean Community. It was signed in 1992, in Maastricht, and

entered into force on 1 November 1993. It created the so-called

pillar structure of the EU (>first, »second and - third pillar).
Syn. Treaty on European Union; EU Treaty

Treaty of Nice = The Treaty of Nice is an »amending treaty. It
introduced significant changes in the institutional and decision-
making system of the EU, with a view to meeting the require-
ments of the upcoming Eastern enlargement. It was signed in
2001, in Nizza, and entered into force on 1 February 2003.
Syn. Treaty of Nice amending the Treaty on European
Union, the Treaties establishing the European Communi-
ties and certain related acts

Treaty of Paris = The Treaty of Paris is a > founding treaty which
established the -> European Coal and Steel Community (ECSC).
It was signed by the six founding countries in 1951, in Paris, and
entered into force on 23 July 1952. Since it was concluded for a
period of 50 years, the Treaty expired in 2002. However, most of
its provisions were integrated into the framework of the >Eu-
ropean Community (the >first pillar of the EU prior to the
- Treaty of Lisbon).

Syn. Treaty establishing the European Coal and Steel Com-

munity; ECSC Treaty

BOX 9
Lisbon: treaty or strategy?

Treaty of Lisbon = The Treaty of Lisbon (initially known
as the 'Reform Treaty’) is an >amending treaty. It is di-
vided into two parts: the 'Treaty on European Union’
and the 'Treaty on the functioning of the European
Union’ (formerly known as the "Treaty establishing the
European Community’). It was signed in December
2007, in Lisbon, and entered into force on 1 December
2009. It was drafted as a replacement of the - Constitu-
tional Treaty, the ratification of which failed in 200s.
Contrary to the Constitutional Treaty, the Treaty of Lis-
bon did not intend to replace, but only to amend the
>founding treaties. It abolished the pillar structure of
the EU by merging the areas of > supranational and in-
tergovernmental cooperation under the name ‘European
Union, and gave the EU a legal personality.

Syn. Treaty of Lisbon amending the Treaty on Eu-

ropean Union and the Treaty establishing the Eu-

ropean Community; Reform Treaty

Lisbon strategy = The Lisbon strategy was launched by
the - European Council in March 2000, with the aim of
making the EU the most competitive and knowledge-
based society in the world by 2010. The aims set out in
the strategy are generally referred to as 'Lisbon targets.
Contrary to the - Treaty of Lisbon, the Lisbon strategy
is not a treaty but a strategic document. Therefore, the
two terms must not be confused.




Treaty of Rome = The Treaty of Rome is a >founding treaty
which was signed by the six founding countries in 1957, in
Rome, and entered into force on 1 January 1958. It may re-
fer to any of the two treaties establishing:
1. the >European Economic Community (EEC) and
Syn. Treaty establishing the European Economic Com-
munity; EEC Treaty
2. the »European Atomic Energy Community (Euratom)
Syn. Treaty establishing the European Atomic Energy
Community; Euratom Treaty
! Signed on the same day, the two documents are also
referred to as the ‘Treaties of Rome!

Treaty on European Union -> Treaty of Maastricht

troika = Prior to the >Treaty of Lisbon, the term 'troika’ re-
ferred to a group of persons intended to ensure the repre-
sentation of the EU in external relations. At the highest level,
it was composed by the President of the -»European Council,
the Secretary-General of the Council (being also the High
Representative of the Common Foreign and Security Policy)
and the President of the »European Commission. At a lower
level, it comprised the President of the »Council, the com-
missioner responsible for external affairs and, similarly to the
highest level, the Secretary-General of the Council.
& Due to the changes introduced by the >Treaty of Lis-
bon, the formation of 'troika’ has been incorporated
into the post of the »High Representative of the Union
for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy.
! Prior to the introduction of >Trio Presidencies, the
term ’troika’ also referred to the countries holding the
previous, current and next Council Presidencies, with
a view to ensuring the continuity of the rotating Presi-
dency system. Since 2007, this role has been taken over
by the system of Trio Presidencies.
See also - Trio Presidency; »High Representative of
the Union for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy

Trio Presidency = The term "Trio Presidency’ refers to a group
of three successive Member States due to hold the six-
month Council Presidencies in the upcoming 18 months.
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In close cooperation with the »European Commission, the
group prepares and submits a joint programme for that pe-
riod in order to enhance the continuity of the rotating six-
month Presidencies. Within the group, the holders of the
next and previous Presidencies assist the holder of the cur-
rent Presidency in all its responsibilities, on the basis of the
joint programme. The first Trio Presidency was formed by
Germany, Portugal and Slovenia between January 2007 and
June 2008.

Syn. three-Presidency team

See also ~troika

unanimity = The term 'unanimity’ refers to a voting proce-
dure within the ->Council which requires all of the Member
States to be in agreement for the adoption of a decision. In
other words, Member States have a right of veto in this case.
€ Although the > Treaty of Lisbon extended the areas
where decisions are to be taken by qualified majority
voting, certain areas (such as taxation, finances of the
EU, citizenship, EU membership) remain subject to una-
nimity.
See also ~>qualified majority voting; >simple majority

United in diversity = "United in diversity’ is the motto of the
European Union. According to the ->European Commission,
it means that Europeans are united in working together for
peace and prosperity, and the diversity of European cultures,
languages and traditions is a positive asset for Europe.

veto right - unanimity
Vice-President - Bureau

white paper = A white paper is a document published by the
> European Commission. It contains proposals for legisla-
tion and EU actions in a specific area, often followed by a
>green paper, which is issued to launch a consultation
process. If favourably received by the -»Council, the pro-
posals outlined in the white paper may lead to specific EU ac-
tions.
See also >green paper
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